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 AT the age of 20, most youths 
are still in the midst of studying full-
time. 
 An average teenager, Kelly 
Ong, is a full time student in Repub-
lic Polytechnic. Her life may seem 
ordinary; however, that’s not the case 
when night falls. Behind this petite 
lady’s exterior lies different identi-
ties such as a modelling trainer, photo 
shoots’ organizer, an avid blogger and 
a blog shop owner. 
 Kelly started blogging at the 
age of 13, which eventually devel-
oped into a passion. She loved blog-
ging as it enables her to speak her 
mind and talk about the issues she 
cared for. 
 She put effort into designing 
her blog, layout and so forth which 
eventually got recognised by Nuff-
nang, an internet blog advertising site, 
and OMY, an interactive web portal, 
to represent them for events. 
 Kelly also wanted to get more 
income and therefore she started 
operating a blog shop last year. Her 
blogging 6 years blogging experi-
ence helped create brand loyalty and 

credibility among consumers. She has 
also done several advertorials and tri-
als through offer s from Nuffnang and 
OMY. 
 So how did Kelly start to be a 
model trainer? 
 Last year, she accompanied 
her friend to a photo shoot and got 
discovered by a photographer whom 
offered help in building up her port-
folio and helped kick start her model-
ling career.  
 Eventually, she realised that a 
model’s salary is nothing compared to 
the organizer’s salary. She decided to 
expand her contacts and engage with 
more photographers which eventually 
formed an idea in her head.  Why not 
be an organizer? 
 It wasn’t easy being a photo 
shoot organizer.  “I had to look for 
potential models on the streets. This 
industry is very competitive and thus, 
I needed to look for new faces “, said 
Kelly. 
 Using her experiences in 
modelling, Kelly booked studios and 
function rooms to conduct trainings 
for potential models. She also taught 
them cat walking in heels, striking 
poses and explained to them about the 
do’s and don’ts of the trade. She also 
told them trade secrets. Apart from 

this, she provided makeup lessons 
for models so that they could groom 
themselves.
 She also helps models to build 
up their portfolio for free with the 
help of her photographer friends, who 
did some photo shoots. Kelly’s life 
may sound glamorous; however, there 
are always challenges to face. 
 Some of the challenges she 
faced  was that firstly, time was a big 
factor as there’s always too much 
work and insufficient time. She 
always struggles in juggling school 
and her job. Besides that, she was 
rejected by potential models that she 
approached as they mostly thought it 
was a scam. Some models back out 
during photo shoots which leads to a 
loss of income.  
  So how did she overcome 
these challenges? 
 “I always tell myself that eve-
ryone has 24 hours a day. If they can 
do it, why can’t I do it? This ensures 
me not to give excuses “, Kelly said. 
Kelly tries to arrange her schedule 
and even works during the wee hours 
in the morning. 
 She does not require upfront 
payment from potential models. First, 
she will try to get projects for them 
and after which she takes commission 

from their jobs as part of her groom-
ing fees and also as part of helping 
them in their portfolio.
   As for cancellations of shoots, 
she tries her best to get replacement 
models. This can help minimize the 
chances shoot cancellations.  
Besides training models, Kelly posts 
on Clubsnap, this is a forum for 
photographers to gather. She creates 
events and invites photographers to 
attend.  Through these events, she 
collects a fee and pays models ac-
cording to the rates agreed upon. The 
rest will be her commission. 
Kelly is a good example of an uncon-
ventional youth who has done well in 
her school life and her work life.  
 “Do your best in whatever you do, 
believe in yourself” says the upcom-
ing photo shoot organizer. 

Check out Kelly’s blog at
http://www.th-sassylove.blogspot.com/

Best of both worlds! 
The Singapore education system is formed in a way that most youths are too busy trying to 
keep up with countless assignments, exams and our social life. However, this unconventional 
youth has managed to find time to engage in her unique passions. 
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Above: She has not even graduated from Polytechnic and she is already busy juggling numerous responsibilities


