
Live It, Brand New!  

Youths of the 90s live their lives in an exciting way!  

By Kayashino Zanz 

When thought of a full time student, it is common to paint pictures of a student, 

sitting in front of a study table, stacked with books, studying hard for hours.  

Not quite right!  

One good example is Kelly Ong, 21 this year, born in the 90s, she’s living her life in a 

brand new way!  

Unlike conventional students, whose only occupation is to study full time, Kelly does 

a lot of things outside school hours!  

Besides being a full time student, taking a diploma in Republic Polytechnic, Kelly is 

an avid blogger, operates an online blog shop, freelance model, modelling trainer 

and a photo shooting event organizer.  

She started out as a freelance model, taking photo shoots from photographer, but 

soon, she realized the potential to be a photo shoot event’s organizer, this happened 

when she found a partner with experience in this field to guide her further.  From 

then, she started organizing photo shoots through forums like Club Snaps and 

modelling sites like Model Mayhem.  

To keep up with the competitive nature of the modelling industry, Kelly goes the 

extra mile to get new faces for her photo shoots. “Every weekend, I will go out, on 

the streets to approach girls, introducing them to modelling and looking for potential 

models out there.”  Kelly said.  



 

Outdoor photo shoot featuring Kelly 

To enhance the chances of successful headhunting for models, Kelly printed name 

cards and pass it to the models, which might otherwise change their minds after 

rejecting her offer. Also, Kelly offers free portfolio building and training for new 

models and thus changed the minds of others who thought it was a scam.  “Not 

many people would pay you and build your portfolio at the same time, but I do.”  She 

said.  

Of course, life in the modelling industry is not smooth sailing, for her, the greatest 

challenge is to smile naturally in front of stranger photographers, but she always tries 

her best.  

Besides modelling, Kelly is an avid blogger, constantly invited to represent 

www.omy.sg and Nuffnang in events and so on.  

Other than blogging, she operates a blog shop, selling accessories, gadgets, contact 

lens and other ladies related products. By working part time for opening sprees, she 

earns a regular income of $1.6K per month, which is quite impressive for a full time 

student.   

When asked about coping with work and school, Kelly gives credit to Singapore, 

having good and strict government, with good security and convenient transport 

system. 

 “As a girl, I can have no worries about ending work late, and travelling safely alone 

at late night, I feel at ease about my personal safety.”Kelly said.  

http://www.omy.sg/


Another example of unconventional youth in the 90s is Melvin Han, 20, student 

taking full time diploma in mass communications.  

Other than being a full time student, outside curriculum hours, Melvin is a DJ, sound 

technician, in charge of sound set up and road show’s lightings and spinning the 

discs at clubs and events.  

 So how did he found these jobs in the first place?  

He revealed to us, in Singapore, the events are usually at night or weekends, this 

allows him to find jobs more easily, because he is available mostly at that times or 

days due to school work.  

“Because Singapore is small, the travelling time is short and it is convenient to travel 

around to all types of small scale event across Singapore for me to participate as a 

start up to my career.” Melvin said.  

 

Melvin setting up in the studio 

Melvin was inspired to be a DJ when he was 14, subsequently; he started working as 

a live sound technician and became a DJ when he was 18 years old. “Throughout 

this journey, I always expected more out of myself, as a DJ, I can’t stay in the same 

spot and had to constantly improve myself to meet the competitions.” Melvin said.  

Melvin’s working hours are mostly at night, sometimes, the work can end at 4am, 

and the next day, he have to attend school at 9am. 

Many would wonder how could he manage with his hectic schedule? Melvin credits 

this to the world class transport system and his flexible school schedule which made 

it possible. “I love SBS buses, they’re comfortable and I’ll always try to catch a wink 

during my journey to school, which helps me to stay alert in class.” He said.  

There is a free day, which is an FYP day for me every Wednesday, normally I won’t 

have meetings until afternoon, and thus, I would work till late on Tuesday and get 

more sleep on Wednesday.  

Despite lots of Singaporeans developing their career overseas, Melvin chose to 

develop his career locally as he felt that the local music industry is strong.  



 He said “I think Singapore has a bright future in my line.”  

Both Melvin and Kelly are just examples of youths from the post 90s generation, 

which is tip of iceberg. 

 Indeed, the youths from the post 90s are really living their life to the fullest, in a 

brand new way!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Resources   

Melvin Han, student of RP, CCC 

Kelly Ong, student of RP, CCC  

http://my-blogshoppe.blogspot.com/2010/04/what-is-blogshop.html 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disc_jockey 
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